
May will be an incredibly busy month both here at Swope and within the Magnet.  First on our 
to-do list will be the majority of standardized testing—see below for the latest testing schedule.  
Next, our 8th graders will be completing their college research project and presenting their plans 
for high school on May 22nd.  6th graders will also be working on their Community Service 
PBLU project.  Throw in a few music field trips and concerts, along with the build-up to 
culminating projects and final exams, there won’t be a quiet moment.  We encourage you to 
work with your child to help create a time management plan so he/she doesn’t run into the 
proverbial wall.  Make sure to work in some fun family time as well.  
 
As we move towards the end of the school year, we want to say a big THANK YOU to all our 
parents.  Without your collective help, our program wouldn’t be the exciting place it is for our 
students.  Whenever we have a need, a parent always steps up, helps out and contributes.  From 
the seemingly mundane—making copies for us—to the incredible—chaperoning overnight 
field trips—and everything between, you’ve done it all for us.  We want you to know that 
without all of your help, we wouldn’t be able to do half the things that we do with your child.  
Thank you so very much for all you’ve done and all you’ve given our program this year.  Most 
importantly, thank you for sharing your children with us; they each give us so many reasons to 
smile. 
 
If your child is interested in an amazing summer writing opportunity, students are encouraged 
to apply to the UNR Youth Writing Program.  This is an amazing tuition-free opportunity for 
young writers to engage with other writers, authors and UNR Writing faculty to develop their 
skills.  The deadline for applications is May 15th.  In recent years, students have met and worked 
with poets such as Lindsay Wilson and Laura Wetherington and fiction writers such as Ben 
Rogers, Tracy Clark, and Ellen Hopkins. In addition, students receive mentorship and 
workshopping from a number of volunteers from the UNR writing faculty, the MFA program 
in creative writing, and the English department. At the end of the week; students present their 
creative work at a public reading; the YWP then edits and publishes their work in an anthology 
(which is given free of charge to participating students). 
Here is a link to an article from last year to further explain this amazing opportunity:  
http://www.unr.edu/nevada-today/news/2016/summer-youth-writing-program  
And here is a link to last year’s published anthology of writing:  
https://www.amazon.com/Were-Alwrite-Anthology-Writing-Program/dp/1535562234 
Please contact Christopher J Coake at cjcoake@unr.edu.  Here is a link to his UNR profile: 
http://www.unr.edu/english/people/christopher-coake  
Students can locate an application on the Swope GT Magnet website or get a copy of this 
application from Mrs. Hoy or Mrs. Leslie. 
 
As students move to the end of the school year, we know that they will be finishing up their 
culminating projects, studying for final exams and working very hard.  However, we do 
not want students to burnout.  Please monitor the time they are spending on their homework 
and limit their work to no more than 90 distraction-free minutes each night; with our new 
four class/day rotation, this should be an easier target than with six classes per day.  We 
have discussed with students the idea of planning ahead and working on projects and 
studying in smaller, daily increments so that things don’t get crazy at the end of a unit or 
project.  If your child isn’t working, on average, 90 minutes each night, they may be headed 
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towards a situation where they can’t get everything done.  Please contact us if you have 
any questions regarding your child’s homework.  We sincerely want your child to be able 
to participate in their chosen outside activities and not feel like they have to do homework 
all of the time. 
 
Our annual standardized testing season is in full swing.  Students will be taking SBAC tests 
in both reading and math, math and biology End-of-Course exams, science CRTs along 
with district finals for math.  Not all students are taking all tests—tests are determined by 
your child’s class enrollment and state requirements.  To help you plan, we have updated 
the Testing Updates Section below in the announcements section. Additionally, we have 
posted our schedule of testing dates and times on the Magnet website; however, as with the 
best of planning, know that these times and dates are subject to change.  Please know that 
all information will be posted on the Magnet website as soon as we hear of any changes.  
Please contact us if you have any questions.   
 
Please know that we pack as much curriculum as we can into every single minute your 
children are scheduled to be in class.  Please try to avoid scheduling appointments and/or 
trips when school is in session.  While we understand that this doesn’t always work out, 
we do appreciate your efforts to have your child here every day.   Thank you! 
 

Important Dates for Upcoming Events 
  
May 22    8th Grade College Night Presentations 
May 24    8th Grade UNR Field Trip 
May 29    Memorial Day—No School 
June 2    End-of-Year Celebrations 
June 5-8   Final Exams 
June 9    Last Day of School!!!!  J 

 

Upcoming Field Trips  
   

 
May 24   UNR 
    Biochemistry Lab 
    Campus Tour  
    Leaving Swope at 9:30 a.m.  

Students should bring a sack lunch or money to 
purchase lunch at The Joe 
Returning to Swope at approximately 1:30 
Please contact Mrs. Taylor if you would like to 
chaperone. J  

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                

8th Grade Field 
Trips 
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Spring 2017 Standardized Testing Information 
 

Please be aware that our annual State Mandated Testing will begin upon students’ return 
from Spring Break.  Please see below for testing dates and more information.  We 
respectfully ask that you do your best to have your child in school during these times and 
dates and adjust any appointments or events so that your child can takes these tests 
according to the schedule.  Please know that if your child is absent during testing, he/she 
will be pulled from class to make up these required tests.  Please use the district testing 
links to find out more about these tests: http://www.washoeschools.net/Page/346 and 
http://www.washoeschools.net/Page/853.   Additionally, use this link for specific SBAC 
testing information and tutorials: http://www.washoeschools.net/Page/453.  
 
8th grade students in Algebra and Integrated II math classes will be taking the EOC (End 
of Course) exams instead of the Math SBAC.  EOC exams will be administered at the same 
time as the SBAC math tests and are also state required tests.  Keep in mind that the EOC 
exams are the tests that have replaced the graduation proficiency exams.  Here is a link 
explaining these exams along with student tutorials:  
http://www.washoeschools.net/Page/4720.  
 
Please know that these dates are subject to change, so please make sure you are checking 
these dates each week.  Once again, please try to make sure your child is in school on 
the dates they are testing.  Please check the daily rotation for testing dates to see what 
time students will be testing. 

 
*8th Grade Students enrolled in Integrated II and Algebra will take EOC exams instead of 
SBAC Math Test; 7th Grade Students enrolled in Integrated II and Algebra are required to 
take both the SBAC Exams and the EOC Exams. 

May Classroom Previews 
 
7th Grade: 
The students will be examining the French Revolution, the War of 1812 and Antebellum 
America throughout May and June.  
 
8th Grade: 
The students will explore the Stock Market Crash of 29, the ensuing Depression and WWII 
throughout May and June. 

Mr. Bodensteiner 

SBAC and EOC 
Testing 

Information 
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Algebra: 
During May, the Algebra 1 class will finish up Quadratic equations.  This is a big part of 
the EOC 1 and Algebra 1 District Final exam.  Students will spend much of May on this 
unit and then move into Exponential Growth and Decay to finish up the curriculum in this 
course.  The last few days of May will be used to study for the Final Exam.  
 
Algebra II Honors: 
Students have been working steadily in Unit Circle Trigonometry and the next units of 
study will include Matrices and Statistics.  Students will be required to take the District 
Algebra II Honors final exam; therefore, the last few days of May will be spent studying 
for this exam. 
 
Integrated II: 
The students in the Integrated II classes have been working diligently to gain the 
understanding needed to be successful on both EOC exams.  Students will begin May with 
a test on Unit 13: Circles and move straight into Fucntion Transformations and Absolute 
Value Graphs and then Discuss Quadratic Functions in detail.  Circles and Quadratics are 
key concepts for success in coming mathematics classes. 
 
 
8th Grade ELA:   
The guiding question for the fourth quarter is “How Does Perseverance Impact 
Resilience?”  To answer this question, students are enjoying reading the wonderful memoir 
Rocket Boys.  Students are engaging in a variety of activities to fully understand and 
analyze this novel.  As part of the literary analysis of this book includes an in-depth look 
of literary devices and how they enhance the reading experience.  Additionally, this novel 
study ties in with the 4th quarter College PBLU project students are working on in GT 
Challenges.  Students will also be responsible for three independent reading assignments 
over the course of the fourth quarter: a choice novel, a memoir of their choice and a reading 
about resilience. 
 
8th Grade GTC:  
Students will complete their College Research Project and will answer the essential 
question ‘What do I need to accomplish in high school to be a viable candidate for my 
dream college?’  Students will present their findings to parents, high school counselors, 
faculty, and administration on Monday, May 22nd.  The focus in May is completing the 
formal research paper and developing a creative presentation that answers the essential 
question.  To celebrate the completion of the project, students will participate in an actual 
‘prospective students’ tour of the University of Nevada, Reno campus on May 24th.  To 
finish out the school year, students will create a project that answers our year-long essential 
question ‘Why Does Resilience Influence Success?’ 
 
7th Grade ELA: 
For the month of May in reading, students will be working with Animoto to create a book 
production, similar to a movie trailer. Before Spring Break, students chose their groups and 
the classic book they would read. Now that their book has been read, they get to create the 
most interesting production they can in about 2 minutes! Students implement pictures, 
songs, and words to meet their goal: to persuade others to read their book! It’s not as easy 
as it sounds; with limited word availability and the tone set by their pictures and music, 
students must get to the heart of their book’s characters, plot and theme in quick succession. 
 
 
 

Mrs. Cabangon 

Mrs. Leslie 

Mrs. Hoy 
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7th Grade GTC: 
For the month of May in writing, students finish their problem/solution essays and gear up 
to create a power point presentation about their problem/solution. Students learn how to 
create and present a power point using clear, informative slides and effective presentation 
skills. All of their past hard work in speaking in front of an audience get put into play in 
this final demonstration. After this, they are ready to be officially launched to 8th grade! 
Boy, am I going to miss them! 
 
Integrated I:  
Students are wrapping up all of the math sections and will be finishing the year strong. 
During the month of May, students will study Compound Inequalities, Geometric 
Constructions, and Counting and Probability. With all the SBAC testing, I will be reducing 
the homework load. As a reminder, your child needs to be working on math homework for 
no more than 30 minutes per day. If they are working more than math 30 of homework per 
night, they are not understanding the material and time spent can frustrate your child and 
their time will be unproductive. With that this in mind, please have them prepare questions 
to ask for clarification for the next class and not continue to struggle unnecessarily. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to email me.  
 
6th Grade Math: 
Students are wrapping up all of the math sections and will be finishing the year strong.  
During the month of May, students will study percents and statics. These are awesome 
sections that relate to real life situations. With all the SBAC testing, I will be reducing the 
homework load. As a reminder, your child needs to be working on math homework for no 
more than 30 minutes per day. If they are working more than math 30 of homework per 
night, they are not understanding the material and time spent can frustrate your child and 
their time will be unproductive. With that this in mind, please have them prepare questions 
to ask for clarification for the next class and not continue to struggle unnecessarily. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to email me. 
 
 
6th Grade Science: 
Students will start the month with Investigation #6. Part One is a look at mapping volcanoes 
and earthquakes around the “Ring of Fire,” or the area that surrounds the Pacific Ocean. 
Part Two discusses the theory of continental drift and how it relates to the cause of 
volcanoes and earthquakes along plate boundaries. Part Three concerns plate tectonics and 
how convection influences plate boundary interactions.  
  
Investigation #7 examines the interactions at plate boundaries that form mountains and 
metamorphic rocks, which will lead us to a study of the rock cycle. Part One will be a 
simulation of plate models. In Part Two we’ll make some observations on the relationship 
between mountain locations and plate boundaries. Part Three will focus on heat and 
pressure and then a comparison of metamorphic rocks and their sources. 
 
6th Grade English: 
The first half of the month students will work on Independent Book projects (choice of 
survival guide or scrapbook) which are due on Monday, May 15th. In the novel, Sophie’s 
World, we’ll be covering the following philosophers: Descartes, Spinoza, Locke, Hume, 
Berkeley, Bjerkely, and Kant. Then, into June, students will be covering The 
Enlightenment and Romanticism. 
 
6th Grade GTC: 
Students will spend the month working on our Project-Based Learning Unit on community 
service:  

Mr. Shader 

Mr. Pascual 
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1. Assess the needs of the community and do some preliminary research on project 
choices 
2. Choose a project and create a project proposal 
3. Research how to find “experts” in the field of interest 
4. Conduct research on budgeting 
5. Interview skills 
6. Research marketing and develop marketing plans 
7. Create a budget 
8. Work on presentations 

We should be ready to present our projects the week of June 5th. 
 
6th Grade History: 
For the first part of the month, students will be taking a close look at the upheaval in 
Afroeurasia from 300 to 600 CE, (Big Era 5).  They will  also be starting a month-long 
Empires Simulation activity. Lesson One will cover the characteristics of an empire. 
Lesson Two looks at the fall of the Han Empire and Lesson Three covers the fall of 
Rome.  
Our Empires Simulation is a long-term activity where student groups: 
1. Gain knowledge of: 
                Empires and how they’re created 
                The history of the fertile crescent  
                Economic principles of trade, including supply and demand 
2. Enhance skills in: 
                Problem-solving 
                Critical and strategic thinking 
                Project creation 
3. Gain appreciation for: 
                How history helps us understand the present 
                Group work to accomplish common goals 
                Completion of various projects 
                Self and group evaluation 
 
 
7th Grade Physical Science: 
As we get to the end of the year, students will finish the energy unit and then will wrap 
up with the final unit on waves and electromagnetic energy.  SHARE will begin on May 
30.  
 
8th Grade Biology: 
For the remainder of the school year students will quickly finish up the unit on genetics 
and then very quickly go through evolution before the End of Course exam on May 
26.  After the End of Course Exam SHARE will begin.  The last field trip of the year is 
on May 24th to UNR to participate in a biochemistry lab as well as a campus tour. 
 

Mrs. Taylor 
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Summer Break Camps! 
Kids University           http://www.kidsuniversity.unr.edu 
 
Challenge Island                   http://www.challenge-island.com/programs/camps/ 
 
Discovery Museum               https://www.nvdm.org/learn/camp-discovery/  
 
Kidscape Productions            http://kidscapeproductions.com/camps/  
 
City of Reno                          http://www.reno.gov/government/departments/parks-

recreation-community-services/youth-and-
teens/camps-for-kids-vacation-station 

 
Galena Creek               http://www.galenacreekvisitorcenter.org/spring-

exploration-camp-2017.html  
University of Nevada 
College of Engineering https://www.unr.edu/engineering/research-and-

outreach/k-12-outreach/engineering-summer-camps  
  
University of Nevada Sports Camps 
    http://www.unr.edu/sportscamps/  
    Sessions available each week of Summer Break 
 
Sierra Nevada Journeys http://sierranevadajourneys.org/gcr/ 
    Sessions available each week of Summer Break 
    All are residential at Grizzly Creek Ranch  
 
Girl Scout Camp  http://www.gssn.org/en/camp/explore-camp.html  
 
Boy Scout Camp  http://www.nevadabsa.org 
 
Davidson THINK  http://www.davidsongifted.org/think/   
Summer Institute   
   
Super Camp   https://www.supercamp.com/  

An academic and leadership camp.  Sessions 
available all summer and at various locations 
throughout the country 

 
Summer Institute   http://www.giftedstudy.org/  
For the Gifted Sessions available all summer and at various 

locations throughout the country 
 
Summer Discovery https://www.summerdiscovery.com 
 Developing Gifted and Talented potential through 

innovative learning: STEM, Business & 
Entrepreneurship, Humanities, and Creative and 
Performing Arts  

 

Fun Things To 
Do Over Summer 

Break!!! 


